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Histrioni Theatre

Project number - 087

Project name - Histrioni Theatre
Location - |lica street 90/1
City - Zagreb
Country - Croatia
Type - public procurement
Client - Zagreb city
Site area - 1677 m2
Gross floor surface - 1766 m2
Footprint - 632 m2
Project - 2003-2005
Construction - 2005-2007
Project team - Sa$a Begovi¢, Marko Dabrovi¢, Tatjana Grozdani¢ Begovic, Silvije
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With the coming of new and modern multiplex cinema theatres,

the old Zagreb cinemas in urban blocks of the city centre have
gradually started to die out, and the buildings have started to de-
teriorate. Noticing this, the City of Zagreb has launched a process
of converting these areas for alternative cultural purposes. The
ex-Apolo Cinema is a typical back-building in a Zagreb Downtown
block, with a public court in front of it, providing for a number of
great opportunities, but unfortunately neglected, as are most of
the Downtown blocks.

Despite the fact it was built in 1890, the building has had good
predispositions to be converted into a public space. A new theatre
has been formed within the existing premises of the former cin-

ema, and the building has kept its original ground plan.

The project removes the old structure by fitting in the new
stage and auditorium with 220 seats inside the existing wall perim-
eter resulting in reinforcement of the pre-existing spatial qualities.

The project is not restricted to the structure - architectural
domain but also creates a complete visual identity, from theatre
setting of individual spaces; the panel on the street, the entrance
lobby, the coffee bar, to the theatre hall itself -becoming a new
element and active participant of the urban scenography in the
context of theatrical scenery on the inside and in the context
of the city itself on the outside. The present physical and social
importance of the building is interpreted in accordance with the
ancient theory of theatre function.
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